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ED WARD SE TIMOR V. r — 


e 5 
EM in the County « 4 Wits. ” 


1 


to preach at his primary Viſitation, I 


| reſolved with" my ſelf once for all, to pen my Ser- 5 a | 
mon with the utmoſt. Freedom and Simplicity T 


1 was able; with an intent herein to thew, even in 
| this ſhuffling, hypocritical Age we now lie. that 
the beſt means to advance Sincerity amongſt us, is 


| firſtof all to dare to be ſincere. Cowardice and 4 


HE this 8 Mr. 7 oung the 8 . 
bf: of Sarum luid his Injunctions upon me 


Double. dealing in the Cauſe of God and Religion, 5 
are Ws very odious and ſcandalous in any 
one; but in a Clergyman they muſt be peculiarly - 


| baſe. 10 prevent the ſad Example 1 in ſome mea- 


iure at leaſt, and as far as my poor Abilitics would 


let me, 1 have publiſh'd this Diſcourſe. And, that 


it may the better have the bleſſed Effect which [ 5 


intended, I humbly beg your Protection. Not that | 


| Iam ſenſible I deſerve it, but that your Generolity To 


— — — Prompt 


Ihe Dedication. 5 
prompts you to afford it. Such as you, I know, 
will look with Candor upon a Diſcourſe that is 


well meant, tho' not ſo elabourately wrote as fome | 


— _- Otherwiſe, 1, of all Men, mult not have 0 


ſumed to lay this at your Feet; eſpecially fince 


. you are not any ways known to me, but by the 


= Great and Glorious Character you bear amongſt — * 


us. However, ſince I have your Leave for a De- 


dication, I have nothing to do, but gratefully to 


acknowledge the Favour of this your good Nature, 
7 Patrons, I confeſs. ( ſuch as they are) are plentiful 1 


- enough in the World; but the Good and the Wiſe, 


the Brave and the Klus 5 in defence of Truth, 
= Juſtice, Honour and Integrity, are hardly to he 
found. Therefore let none blame me for prefix- „ 


ing your Name here, when I know it will prove for 4. 


my Advantage in a fair and honourable way, and 


gie me an opportunity of making the beſt of what : 
1 have but meanly {et forth. 


When I had Haber what to you, Sir, 11 now f 


make bold to Preſent, I did not find but that it 
Was kindly accepted by my Brethren the Clergy, _ | 


indeed others of my Hearers : But withal, 


. ſome few it gave Diſtaſte at che ſame time. 3 1 

was troubled to think I ſhould offend any one by | | 
my Doctrine, and was ſorry that my Sermon ſhould 1 
ſeem, | according to the Vogue of ſome cenſorious 
People, to carry a double meaning; whenas in all | 1 
my Life yet (I truſt in oe 1 could never ſhew | 


a double „ But 


The Dedication 
But when I conſider'd they were Church-Hypoerites 
| that cenſur'd me, my Trouble ſoon vaniſh'd. For 
{| I know tha: to preach up Sound Doctrine to thoſe 
| fort of People (and I'll ſtand by my Sermon as 
conſiſting of no other) or io vindicate the Rights and 
Privileges of the Church of England to the Face of 


24: thoſe who mortally hate her, will anſwer ones pains _ 


| juſt as much as to endeavour to waſh 4 Brick-bat 
white, or to perſuade an Athiopian to change his 


8: Skin. To aim at the Converſion of Schiſmaticks, 
1 certainly an Argument of our Chriſtian Chari ty ; 


| bur to be ſtill labouring in vain, may ſerve to 
| prove our Folly too. I with the Diſſenters of this 
"7 Kingdom had not given us a ſufficient Demonſtra- 
| tion of the Truth of what I have juſt now men- 
| tioned. Alas! They who are ſtill very Peſts in 
| the Church and Common-weal ; whom no Deſerts can 
| oblige, nor Oaths or Promiſes bind ; breathing nothing 


| but Sedition and Calummies ;  aſpiri ing without mea» 


. ſure, railing without reaſon , „ Mn making their on 


== Imaginations the ſquare of their Conſcience 5 38 King N 


James I. in his Baflicon Doron complains of the 
| Puritans in his Days, w ill, I fear, icarce be won 


= 7 over tO a true Faith, even by that Baltzamick heal. 


| ing Thing, called Moderation. But | leave theſe 


Men leſt J digreſs, And, thatT may not be im- 
pertinent by being tedious (for I can ſcarce re {tran 


| my ſelf from launching further out) I have no- 


bs thing more to offer, but to beg that you will look 
Upon 


The Dedication. 


upon this my Sermon with the ſame Candor with 
which you firſt gave me leave to preſent 1 it; ; hoping 
you will the readier grant this my Requeſt, by 


reaſon it appears naked and deſtitute of Artifice 


and Hypocriſie. It is publiſh' d with a ſincere in- 
tent to put in mind ſome falſe Sons of our Holy 


VMlother to have a care how they ny her, and ” 
. againſt her.. 


Our Chureh is ſinking and drooping , | From the 


3 da Wounds which ſhe receives from every Quar- 
ter; but none ſo near her Heart, as thoſe which 1 


1 ſpring from the Enemies of | her own Houſhold. 


That God would bleſs you, and ſuch as you bs. * 
Os your Endeavours towards her Relief; and that the 
Bench may do what the Pulpit (in theſe dangerous 1 
times of Toleration) either cannot, or will not, or 55 


dare not, is che yy bio toy of, 
+ I R, 
1 our moſt Humble, a and 


moſt Obedient gran, 


| Robert Wake. 


dE op 


1 Tim. IV. 16. Former part. 
LF ae heed unto thy ſelf, and unto 0 thy = 
; if Doctrine. 


1 HE Words are the Bleſſed St. Paul S$: U \herein he 
with a fervent Zeal and true Spin of Love, 


Doctrine. To be Circumſpect in Life and Con- 


5 verſation and Orthodox in Faith and Speculation is (with- 
| {| out doubt) the main Buſineſs of every individual Chriſtian 
1 this ſide the Grave. And if fo, then much more of thoſe _ 


| who are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of his great 
| and glorious Myſteries ; but moſt of all, of thoſe who are 


the Governours of the Church, and arc advanc'd to great 


= Dignities i in Matters Eccleſiaſtical. 
Every Chriſtian of what State 3 hs be, 18 bak 45 Rn 


| ate the Rule in my Text : But Every Paſtor, of the 


Church, every Spiritual Guide, muſt ſhew an Eminent E. 


"" ample of this Rule ; but more Eſpecially yet every Go. 
_ vernour of the ſame muſt ſet it forth in it's true Light ana 


Glory, or elſe he comes ſhort of his duty. And a failure 


jn this Point will prove of deadly Conſequence: for ifto 
every individual Member of Chriſt's Church God hath diſ - 


penſed a Talent to Traffick withal, as undoubtedly bh - 


| hath, then will our Reaſon ſuggeſt to us, that to thoſe 


3 hom he hath made Guides and Governours of the ſame, 
| be hath given with a more liberal hand. To imagine o- 
{| therwiſe would be a means to bring a Diſrepute upon the 

i Pattoral Office. And when once we come to deſpiſe the H. 


= os ES Office, 


adviſeth Timothy to look to himſelf and unto his.- 1 


"= T3 


Office, no wonder if the Church itſelf doth, in ſome mea. 


{ure, ſuffer an Eclipſe, and is in a hovering, tottering con- 
J.... 5 


I Blacken the Men of the Holy Function has been 


+ deem'd not long ſince a mighty Step towards the deſtroy. | 
ing of our Holy Mother. Nay, it is ſtill the conftant 


Practice of her Underminers on all hands, even to this day, 


firſt to vilify her Miniſters before that they ſtrike Root 


and Branch at her Conſtitution. And from the Contein- 
ning the Miniſters of the Church to Contemn the Church 


itſelf; is, with ſome, found but an eaſy Tranſition. But 


mthe Tranſition, as eaſy as it is, is baſe, dangerous, and dif. | 
honourable to God and Man. It bodes dire Effects ang 


threatens her Ruine and Devaſtation. Nay, it willinvolve | 
her very Enemies too into the Ruine. For if once our {| 


Q Candleſtick be removed (as God knows how ſoon our A- 
nimoſities and Broils, our Treachery and Barbarity towards 
one another may occaſion its removal) I am apt to think 


that they who have laid their Heads together with one con- * 


ent, and have been confederate againſt our Church in order 


to deſtroy her, will hardly be Unanimous in ſetting up a 
new way of Worſhipping in her ſtead. Witneſs thoſe curf. 
ed Times of Enthuſiaſm and Rebellion; wherein we find 

that all the Sectaries in the Kingdom, how widely ſoe-. 


ver they might differ from one another in Doctrine and 
Diſcipline, could fo far Unite, as to agree in Pulling down {| 
their Common Encmy,as they then ſtyled the Church Eſta- - 


bliſhed. But when thoſe Phanatick Bigots had ſo far com- £ 
paſs d their end as to make havock of all things which had 


diant the face of Order, Rule and good Diſcipline, the De- 


vil their Prime Maſter and Leader left them in the Lurch, 5 


and foiled theſe Sons of Confuſion and Rebellion with their 


own Weapons, viz. Malice and Hypocriſy. For even 


they, who could a little before, ſo lovingly joyn together 


to deſtroy our Church, were as Malciouſly bent to de 


troy one another. If once the Church of England goes 5 


down 


er) . 


down (the uſual Cant of == and Libertines and others 


her implacable and indefatigable Enemies at this prelent 
time) I doubt not but that many who have been the main 
inſtruments of her Down fall will in proceſs of time repent 


of their Barbarity againſt her (I may ſay their Ingrat! 
_ rude towards her) and be glad to ſce her RelurreQior 


But be that as it will, J am ſatisfied that all they who do 
_ truly and ſincerely love our Holy Conſtitution can never 
be inveterate againſt her Paſtors who obſerve the Golden 
| {Main of Living in that due Decorum which becomes 
them in their proper Station and Office; or, to ſpeak in 
our Apollle's Phraſe, who take heed unto themſely es and 
4 | unto their Doctrine. No Oe 
1 Tis true, if any of the facred Faction: Pcb . 
1 bactory and runs quite counter to St. Paul in not ſtand- 
nung upon his Guard; if he who ſhould be a Guide to otlier? 
I puts a ſtumbling. block or an Occaſion to fall in his Bro 
1] thersway; if he who ſhould Lead the Blind be Blind him. 
I elf, no wonder if Contempt be his Lot. And indeed, 
= why ſhould it not? For fin, whether it be in Faith or 
| Pradtice, will never abate of its Deformity and Natura! 
oO Turpitude ; ; becauſe the Sinner himſelf is powerful or rich, 
I or great, or fits at the Helm; or, at leaſt is of ſome 
conſiderable Figure in the World by ſome Qualification, 
or Dignity, or Office, & . So far from it, that a Crime 
ina ſuch an one looks with 2 more loathſome Hue and 
I frightful Aſpect, and is of a more tremendous Conſe- 
I quence. By ſuch an Example Vice doth wonderfully ſpread, 


- It reigus and 
Whereas, in Perſons of meaner Circum- 


| fances it Sculks, and ſcarce dares ſhew it's head. An e 
vil Example, breaths Contagion under w hat Capacity ſo- 

erer it be found. But when this evil Example doth ap- 
pear from under the Canonical Habit, and Eccleſiaſticks 

become vile and falſe to their Lord thro' their wicked 


and grow on, and fructi Vin a moment; 
is triumphant. 


Lees and erroneous Doctrines, no o Wonder if they draw 


x others p 


RR * — ——ũ— q— — * wil 
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Cs. F 
others after them. If they whoſe peculiar duty it is to 
let their Light ſhine before Men, come tar ſhort of the Rule, 

and are but Eye-fores even to thoſe who ſhould Copy 
from them, it's odds. but that our Holy Mother labours. 
under the Evil, and feels the ſmart of ſuch a Monſtrous 


JJ... Ct 55 es, 
When Lucifer Rebelled in Heaven, ne drew an innu- _ 
merable Company of Apoltate-Angels after his Tail to 
further him in his dire Revolt. Some reſemblance 
of this (and not a faint one I think) would be the Apoſta- 
tizing of the Governours of our Church and other Spirity. | 
al Guides from a ſound Faith and a good Life. When 
1 5 theſe Stars (for ſuch | they Are ſtyled in H. Scripture ) do | 5 | 
_ dwindle and withdraw their Light, what hinders but that 
the lower Orb which ſhould receive it's mighty influence 


- evil work?- -. 


from their ſhining upon't, be miſerably benighted, and | 


nothing but Darkneſs and the horrid works of the ſame o 

ver- ſpread it's face. What hinders but that Errour and its . 
diſmal Concommitants, viz. Hereſy and Schiſm, Idola. 
try and Superſtition, Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs, Malice 


and Hypocriſy, a giddy Spirit and unſteady Principles, do |] 

infect our Land, and. in the end bring Confuſion and every | 
But the great God of Heaven grant that we may have no 
reaſon to complain in ſuch an harſh , melancholy Strein 
as this. Or if we have any reaſon for this our Complaint; 
may he of his infinite Goodneſs. and Mercy, be pleaſed in 


due time to remove the Cauſes of ſuch a general Burthen; | 
ſuch an Epidemick Grievance; and to cleanſe our hearts by 
.be Inſpiration of his holy Spirit, that every one of us may ſo 


move and act in his proper Sphere as a Chriſtian, that Pro- 
bity of Manners, Orthodoxy of Doctrine, a regular Piety, 


2 true Faith, a firm Unity, and a laſting Peace may flou- 


riſh within the Walls of our Jeraſalem. But alas! aſter all 

that hath been ſaid, let us narrowly ſearch into the Bot- | 

rom of our degeneracy from a ſound Belief and a =_ 55 
N 1 A wand . " 


(x). 


Converſation, and- we ſhall find that it 1s OY ow ing to 
our baſe Principles, corrupt Wills, and vile Aflections. 
Why do the People become Atheiſts and Deiſts, Socinians 
andScepticks, but through an oVer-weening opinion ofthem- 
ſelves, through a fond Conceit of their Parts and Wiſdom, 
| through a Singular: ty of Believing out of the Common 
| Road, md of having their Creed run counter to other Mor- — 
tals : What can make fo many Monſtrous Hereticks and | 
Schimaticks gart up as they continually do, but the Spirit 
of Pride and Contention, a fiery and unw arrantable EE 
{ which ſerve for nothing but to put our Nation into a fame, 
and to bring all things into Confuſion and Diſorder?: Wat 
can be the meaning of ſuch Shoals of Trimmers ang 
I Time-ſervers as there are? What can make theſe Wretches 
play faſtand looſe with Religion, and all that is holy, and _ 
1 be ſo inconfiſtent at every Turn 2 What , but a double 
Mind, a falſe Heart and a daſtard Spirit : What can promm 
3 of all Ranks, Orders and Degrees to be ſo faithleſs to 
God and their Country as they are, but their aſpiring 
| Thoughts and avaritious Deſires: Their ambitious Minds 
| _ which puſh them on to Climb at Honour, and their gree 
1 Free which wholly look at Gain and Preterment ? Theſe 
aud fuch like Evils are the Bane of all Order and Govern- 
ment amongſt us, and will in the end (if not prevented by 
God's over- ruling hand) endanger our Church and State. 
By theſe things do Atheiſts and the Men of Latitudina- 
rian Principles ſhew themſelves in their proper Colours, and 
what they would be at. Theſe are the things by which 
they ſpit their Rancour and Venom againſt our Church in 
particular, as being the only Bulwark to keep out ſuch. 
peſtiferous Interlopers. Theſe are the things that puſh. 
them on to abandon her, and rail at her Miniſters, and make 
ſuch an Out cry againſt Prieſt-craft, and the being Prieſt- 


} ridden as they do. Yet as much as ſhe has been attack d 
upon all Occaſions by ſuch baſe Men as theſe. ſhe has ſtood ; 
and we truſt 1 in God ſhe LOA ſtand firm ſtill, and her Clergy 


1 = | | too 


particular, proteſtiuͤg EA 


TE 


oo be able to vindicate her Rights and Privileges, againſt 


the violent Shocks and Barbarous Inſults of all her Ene- 
mies whatloever. 


Let us have a care how we W orry one e another, and 1 


1 5 think we need not fear the Aſſaults of our ſworn Adverſa— 
ries. But if once our H. Mother hath (as it's to be „ 
_ the hath Enemies of her own Houſhold ; if they who lye in 
mer Boſome, who ſuck their daily Nutriment from her | 
Breaſts; are fed and foſter'd by Her, and receive, even 
-. mer daily bread from Her, will be fo ingrate as to Lift up 
their heels againſt her in order to diveſt her of her Prero- © 
gude, and, in a word, to ſink her lower than the is alrea- 
dy; then 1 confeſs is her Zonour in danger of being /aid in 
the duſt, and her ſelf too of being down d with even to the 
ground. For though her Conſtitution owes it's Original to 
no humane Authority upon Earth, yet her Down-tall may 
Spring from any Quarter. The debaſing her Doctrine, 
the contemning her Ceremonies, tlie vilifying her Pa- | 
ſtours, therelinquiſhing her Aſſemblies, &c. may, upon an 
Turn, ſerve to Weaken her Power, and hinder her from 
| Exerting her own Law's as ſhe would or ſhould, and in the 
end make her incapable of Acting, and indeed, ceaſe to be. 


This Stratagem the Devil has been fond of ever ſince 


the firſt Riſe of Chriſtianity, as finding it fit for his Turn 
do pull down the true Religion and ſet up others of his own 
Making. But amongſt all the Artifices that he hath, = 
knows that nothing doth more wound the Church ; 
thing doth more tear the Body of Chriſt, and ſhew his Ow. 
cifixion a-freſh, than to have Chriſtians ſetting up againſt 
Chriſtians, perſecuting one another as if they were not 
Members of the ſame Body; but were Enemies of the 
Ctrqſs of Chriſt, and aſhamed to profeſs him their Cruci- 
tied Lord and Maſter. Again, to ſee not only Chriſtians, 


in general terms of. Fe ing, but Proteſtants themſelves in 


1 others way of advancing Hea- 
Len a. ard and Worſßipping the one true God, is r 


Riddle 


4 67 Ad 


Riddle that can never be accounted for but by the Pride. 
Malice, and Hypocriſy of the Devil; who never doth morc 


demonſtrate himſelf to be thePrince of Darkneſs than when 


he thus ſeduceth the poor Sons of Men into By-paths o 
Error and Deluſion, by which they forſake the good old 
{1 way that leads to Truth and Happinets. But further yet: 
I 0 fee not only Proteſtants inveterately bent againſt one 
another, but even the Church of Fxg/and herſelt divided 
{1 againſt herſelt, is a Calamity that deſerves our P:ty as well 
as our Wonder. Such an horrid Grievance betpeaks our 
I Prayers to God and our Tears too more than anv thing elſe 
We ought daily to proſtrate our ſelves before hum with the 
utmoſt Humiliation, if ever we mean to deprecate his An. 
ger and avert his Judgments, which, in all probability, do 
hang over our heads for our impious, treacherous and inſu 
| 1 mane dealings to each other, ſo much contrary tothe Spir :: 
1 of Chriſtianity. For, to divide our Church from herſe ! 
1 (the pureſt and moſt Orthodox without doubt in the whols —_ 
World) is ſuch anexecrable Crime that nothing can expt- 
I - ate, nothing attone for, but a ſevere Repentance and a for 
1 rowas great if it were poſſible as the Sin which hath oc 


| aon c the Unhappy Diviſion. 


19 


And if theſe things are ſo (my Brethren) Irhink ir'shigh | 


{| time for every one to Take heed unto himſelf aud Doctrine; 
but more eſpecially for us of the H. Function, whote Bu- 
ſineſs it is by our Oaths and Subſcriptions to defend to our 


utmoſt, the Ch. of Exgland as now eſtabliſhed, from her E- 


nemies on every ſide, without any Reſervation, Equivoca- 
tion, Trick or Evaſion: whatſoever. For Conſcience in the 


end, will never be cajoled by Preferment, or ſmooth'd by 


Allurements, or terrified by Menaces, or ſcar'd into Com- 
pliance. It is our buſineſs to ſtand by our Church in time 


of Adverſity, Danger and Neceſſity; to buoy her up whilſt 
he is drooping, and ſinking under the ſore Evils of Trea- 


_ Chery and Ingratitude. Well may our H. Mother com 
Plain now in the ſame Key which the Royal Pfalmiſt has 


done 


8 


done heretoforc, Pſal.55. It is not an open Enemy (ay s he) 


that hath doue mo this di ſponour, for then I could 8 born it: 
Neither was it mine Adverſary that did magnifie himſelf 1 


Agi ME. Bat it was even t — by, Companion, my Guide, 


and mine on fa miliar Friend, We took ſweet counſel toge- 


(her, and w alked in the houſe 7 - God as Friends. And a. 
ain, Pc 41. Tea, mine own nila friend whom T truſted, 
8 did alſo eat of my bread, hath laid great wait for me. 
But let all thoſe whoever they be ; or of what Station, 
Office, Quality or Degree they are, that have been guilty 


Of a Crime of this nature, repent in due time of ther | 
grand Hypocriſie ; and that we may never be charged — 
with the ſame, let us 7, ake heed : unto our Jens and unto our 1 
Doctrine. 
„„ peaking to hs W ds of my Text, 1 ſhall conſider 
1 theſe two Things chiefly. | 


1, The Caution that is given to 7 ne; Y, and i in him to 5 


us of the miniſterial Function, in particular of being Cir- 


cumſpect in our Life and Converſation. It is faid, Take 


Teen, unto th y ſelf. 8 1 


. The ER that is given to 7. why, and in 1 to 


us 23 the Miniſterial Function, in particular of being Ortho- 


dox in our Faith and found in the Principles of Religion. 


And tivis is taking heed unto our Doctrine. 


Firſt then, for the firſt of theſe, the Caution that is given | 
to Timothy, and in him to us of the Miniſterial Function, in 
12 of being Circumſpect in our Liſe and Conver- | 


11 proceed I ſhall premiſe this. Timothy (you J 
know) was Biſhop of the Church of 1 Euſebius the © 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian ſays it is reported he was the firſt 


of that See. He doth not poſitively affirm that he was the 
firſt, but that it 18 ſaid he was ſo. His * ords are theſe. 


Tubes, M Wy T & 'Eqimzo TA? 91G Romy DEW TH 


Ty Emo TY Mncgena, Lib. 3. Cap. 4 But whe- 


ther or no he was the firſt of chatSec, 5 matters not; 


for, 


(9) 


for, that he was Biſhop, and of that Sc, is evident. St. Pan 


. writes to him as ſuch in both his Epiſtles ; which in Sub- 
ance and effect contain in them {carce any thing elſe but 


{| Exhortations to him in relation to his Office. 


Now, I fay, tho there are ſome things hinted at in theſs 
Epiſtles to Timothy which do more nearly concern him as 
4 Governour of the Church, and in him his Succellors 
of the Epiſcopal Order down even to us, and lo to the end 0 


* the World: Yet without doubt tlie duty enjoyned him! in 
my Text reacheth all inferiour Paſtors whatfoever. The 


Ded! 9 is to him; and ſome things in the Epiſtles do 


directly and immediately touch him as Governour ; but 
then moſt of the Doctrines contained in them do reach all 
9 perſons of the H. Order of u hat Titles or Diſcriminations 
ſoever they may be. And in this Latitude I ſhall procced 
to diſcourſe upon theſe Heads 25 now ſpecified and laid : 


dow n to you. 


Take heed unto thy ſelf, och! in tlie wat ien of it « 
15 meaning, comprehend the whole Duty of a Chriſtian. All. 


8 the Tranſactions of our Life of what Quality, Or Order, Or 


| Sex, or Office we are. But then, if we will conſ der the ap- 
* plication of the Words, and upon what account they were 


5 ipoke ; the connexion which the latter part ol my Text has 
with them, an upon w hich the main ſtreſs of the a admoni- 


| tion lies, we muſt take the words as a direction in particu- 
lar co Men of the Holy Function. Every Chriſtian, we all 


know, is bound to be Circumſpe Xt and look to himſelt, as 


well as his P "all Or or Teacher. But yet ever y Chriſtian's 


duty, is not of Equ al Circumſtance as to it's Extent. 
bare D cipbe 2 of Chritt is bound to obey his Laws and have 


| a frit Eve tohis duty, as he is a Member of his Church, 
or a Soldier under his Banner. But will any one there-. 
fore ſay that every ſuch Member, every ſuch Soldier hath 
2 Charge upon him Equal to that of our Saviour's Ambai- 
ſadors, nis Stewards, or thoſe whom he ſtyles Brethren '/ 


Jecundy; 2 eminenli- 141: No, let none {ay 8 | For then then 
| 5 


Every | 


yo oh „„ 


0) 
that particular Text of H. Scripture, Luke 12.v. 48. muſt 
tall to the Ground; where it is faid, wnto whomſoever much 
75 CzV EH of him hal it] be much required. They who upon aACc- 
count of the Dignity of their Calling, and the grand buſi. 
neſs of their Office are in a more Eminent and peculiar, 
manner related to Chriſt, are ſuppoſed to have a greater 


 thare of Talents given them than others, and as ſuch have 


more to anſwer tor to God. Their Sphere of Acting is 
Wider, their Capacity of ſerving God in their Ge. 
neration is greater, and conlequently 1 their Duty mult be 
peculiar. = 
Tho I ſhall not aſſume to my ſelf ſo far (Reverend Sirs I) 


astoadviſeyou; yet T hope you'll accept a Word by way | 
= remembrance, even from me a mean Brother. For theres 


none ſo wiſe, none ſo great, none ſo good, but that he may 


be put in mind of his duty. Therefore I ſay to every in- 


dividual of you, Take heed unto thy ſelſ. I ſhall not trouble {| 
either you or myſelf with the various Conſtruftions | 


which Commentators have put upon the Words: Only 


this I ſay, that the Original which is Exc, muſt ſignify | 
to hold forth a Light to others, ſo, as that they may be 


guided by it. The word is applied by way of alluſion from 


the hand holding forth a Torch, or a Lanthorn ; a Candle 1 


in order to afford Light to thoſe who are in the dark; 


: who, otherwiſe might Trip, or Stumble, or loſe their w a, 5 
or not know where they are. Our Saviour's alluſion is 


much the ſame. He lays, Men don t light a Candle to put 


it under a Buſhel : But on a Candleſtick, and it gives light to 


| all that are in the Houſe. Intimating thereby, that when 
God has given his Gifts to ſome with a more bountiful. 


hand, and has placed them on high on purpoſe that they 
may be ſeen, he expects that they ſhould in ſome meaſure 


return his Benevolence, and ſhine upon others as he has ſhone 
upon them. Now, of whom (J wonder) doth he expect 


tilis, if not from the Diſpenſers of his H. Word, and Stewards | 
of his glorious Myſteries ? On whom has he darted his | 


Es 
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| Rays of Light more chan upon thele 2 Who are more ca 
pable of ſetting forth his Glory than theſe Men who in a 


more elpectal manner are {aid to be the Salt of tlie Eartli. 
the Light of the World: And if fo, who more anſwerable 
for cheir neglect in this C aſe 2 Therefore (Sire) have a care. 
| when Ibid: you have a care, and look to your ſelves; I mean 
| nothing elſe but to Caution you to be circumſpect n your - 
WES. and Converſation. And truly 1 think my Caution is 
{| notami6:  Eipecially if we conſider the baſe Age we live 
in and the various Difficulties and Calamities which _ | 
F---we- me. Clergy of the Church of England in particular 
may (it's polſible) be fore d to Encounter. Our Enemies 
I an all ſides are many; and not only fo, but they are pow. f 

I erful, ſubtile, implacable, indefatigable. Ts 95 
. This very Conſideration alone might (one would think) . 
be a motive ſufficient to make us iet to obſerve our Go- 
1 ings, ſince there be fo many that ſhall as nicely obſerve us 
to a vile end and purpoſe. If ſuch as we Hatch for their 

1 Souls as they that muſt give an account to God for them, no 
I doubt there ſhall not be lacking thoſe who, by way of 

_ 1 Chriſtian Requital, ſhall, with all the diligent Spight that 


may be thought of, Watch for our Hlalting. So that even 


our common prudence may prompt us, methinks, to guard 
our ſelves againſt this ſnare. The regard we have to our 
{ Honour and Reputation will be apt to put us upon the 
protecting ourſelves from the Infults of thoſe Men who are 
1 ſet on fire: whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their 
N ongue a ſharp Sword. Men who watch, and wait, and 
{| lurk in every corner on purpoſe to find ſome Colour for 
| ther Contemning thoſe whom they ought to reverence, 


{| reſpect and obey, and to efteem very highly in love for their 


| works ſake. But theſe are a ſort of Mifcreants who vilify 


| the Clergy of the Ch. of England meerly as ſuch. And 1 
| thinkit is the buſineſs of all ſuch Clergy- men to ſtand upon 
| their guard againſt ſuch rancorous Men, as being the com- 
mon Enemies of all Religion and of every thing that is 


C2 |  facred 


ol our dut 
may betall us. from our exerciſing the ſame. 


1 


facred as well as of them ; and more eſpecially muſt they 
Endeavour to cut off Occafe on from theſe Beaſts of Prey,who 
on all hands deſire Occafion to bring into Contempt both 


them and their Order. 


But however, there is a ſtronger Motive than this w hick 


I have been Mentioning, which ought to induce us to be 
 _ cautious and circumſpect in our Life and Converſation; | 
and that is a Conſcience of doing our duty in our Miniſte- © 
rialCallingin the which God hath placed us. Let this be our 

prime Aim; let this be our main Endeavour, and in the end: | 

ue need not fear what Man can do unto us in the evil day, 
And ineeed, nothing will ſecure us ſo much againſt the evil 
Day, as goodConfcience, a ſtanding Probity ot mind, a firm 
Relolution of being vertuous and honeſt amongſt all „ 
Changes and Chances of this Life, even to the laſt period 8 
our Life. When ſuch a Principle as this is once riveted into | 
our Souls, well rooted and fixt in our hearts, then, and | 
not till then ſhall we be able to Surmount the little Caſual. 
ties of this World which may aſſault and rifle the Body and | 

„ External things about us, but ſhall never be able to ſnakke 

the Soul and diſcompoſe that. No, that, whilſt guarded 
buy Vertue and a good Conſcience, ĩs in a Calm; and feels 
4 ſecret Joy and a ſolid Peace w ichin, tho the World 8 
| ſhould be in an uproar and confuſion. And this leads me 
to conſider two things briefly, wherein we, in- particular, | 
_ ought to take heed unto ourſelves (viz.) 


x. That we are not frighted out of our duty through 


any Troubles and Calamities which may: betall us from our 1 
exerciſing the ſame. 


20). That we are not Tempted out of our duty throwh 1 


5 any Blandiſhments and Allurements W hich may be offered 4 
us to recede from the ſame. 


3. we ought to take heed that SE are not frighted out 


y. through any Troubles and Calamitics which 


tin) 


Cowardicc is altogether inconfiſtent with Chriſtianity. 


There's nothing which ſo much debaſeth it ; nothing v hich 


is ſo much contrary to the general Tcnour of it. As Chriſti 


ans are ſaid to be Soldiers, it is their duty couragiouſſy to 


follow the Captain of their £ alvation, and manfull ly to fight 
l under his Banner 40 ainft Sin, the World and the Devil. T = 
| bearthe Croks, to ſuffer Perſecutions, to fight the good fah © 
| rzoſtand faſt in the e faith,to quit ourſelves like Mex, to be ſtrong, 


Ke. are Precepts which we mult ail own do in themſelves 


include a Manly T. emper, a Rational Valour, a true W. [our 
of Mind by which we defy the Troubles and Miſerics Oz 


the World, and are able to bear up againſt the Evils of 17 
upon Principles of Chriſtianity. »7f thou faint lays Solo. 
mon) in the diy of adverſi ity thy Strength is ſmall. He ipeaks 


Univerſally ot any one. But we may very appoſitely ap- 


: ply the Text to us Chriſtians in particular, and then it 


| doth admoniſh us in a very peculiar manner not to yield 5 

do our fiery Trials upon diſhonourable Terms, or baſely to 

fink under them. For if we do we are Cou ards; and a. 1 7 
Cow ard is as fit to make a Chriſtian as the Devilis a Saint, 

1 andno more. As mere Members then of the Church Mi. 

| litant we are bound to be couragious, but as Paſtors and 

| Governours of the ſame we muit be more Eminently ſo. 


Common Soldiers may be really very ftout and brave in 
the field, vet it their Officers, who thould animate them in 
the foht by ſhewing them Examples of true Valour, do, 


on the contrary, baſely flee, the Battle muſt needs be loſt 

Ihe application is eaſy. It is the buſineſs of all Paſtors 
of the Church (Governours eſpecially) to ſtand by the 
Church, and not COW ardly to deliver up her Rights and 
Privileges, when they find her in danger. When the Ene- 

my comes upon us, the ready way to repel him is boldly 

do attack and encounter him; and not to Gajole, Bride, 
and ſmooth him up in order for a Truce, which can no 

ways be made but upon vile, diſhonourable Terms. Vit: 


le LO ble (lay 5 SL. Fad, live — with all Men. But 


2m hat : 


ne 


what then? Nu 9 we therelore make it hand overhead x and 
comply Win our einne rancorous Enemies upon 
any account whatſoever ? Are we bound to make peace at 
any ate w th thoſe Men whole very Principles of Religion 
make; Ftemics 10 Peace : - Becauſe we ougl: t to Lot 'E "our. 
Enemies are we cherel ore ob: ged ro s © rut: them with Our 
Lives and Fortunes and ay our Necks under their Feet: 
| Becauſe our Ditſemters will be diſcontented at our geod Con- 
Litution, muſt we thereſore, to make them quiet, comple- 
ment em ſo lar as to reſign it up to em: and by a good-Na- 
tur d, indulgent Comprehenſion take 'em all in, rift raft as 


_ they are, and make em one Fold let who will be the Shep- {7} 
herd? No, pozſuch a Compliance as this,is ſo far trom being 


__ either obligatory or commendable, that it would be no- 


thing elſe but to deliver up our Church into the hands of ” 


dur mercileſs Enemies, and Fudas-like with a Kiſs to betray 
our Lord. I don't know how far ſome may think Modera- 
ion ſhould extend; but Im certified it is often miſapplied 


to vile ends and purpoſes. And I wiſh that they who 1 
to much cry it up and are fo fluſht with the thoughts (ot 


at leaſt would make us believe ſo) of healing our Breaches 
: by it, do act upon no other principles than thoſe of Chari- 
ty and Good. nature. But I am afra, Cowardice is at the 
Bottom of many peoples Moderation. They are afraid to 


ſtand by their own Principles. A horrid and unaccountable 


fear ſeizeth them, which makes them meanly comply with 
_ thoſe things which they know they ſhould not, and then 
5 5 Below out their Moderation. But how unaccountable 
ſoever ſome Men may be in their ways; how falſe to their 
oven Tenets and inconſiſtent with their own ſelves, let us 
| (irs) for ſham? be firm and true to the Cauſe of God 
and Religion. The greater our dangers are (and great: 
they are at this time) the ſtricter muſt be our Gard upon 
_ ourkelves. The firmer muft be our Neſolutious, the great- 
<< nen — to "A with them. For 1 


* — 


(ts) 


; heart and a cowardous Spirit will lead us into greater Evils 


than we are aware of. Our Enemies on every {de are 
bold, induſtrious, rancorous and indeſatigable ; "and if, on 
the contrary, we ſhould be timorous, ſupine, and negligent, 


we lay ourtelves open to their aſſaults and betray the Zeſt 
Cauſe in the World. Tf we will be yielding an 1 complyi ing 
at every Turn w ith their unwarrantable, unreaſonable, 
and unſu ſerable Demands, no wonder if we have our deſerts. 
No wonder if we are forc'd out of our Houſe and Home, 
and in the end have Poverty, Contempt, and a bad Con 
ſcience our only Companions as the reward of our Falſe . 
hood and baſe Negligence. Let us have a care ve 
are not Hirelings in the worſt of ſenſes. Let us not 
1 abandon ourſelves fo far as to forſake our Church when: 
1 fhe has moſt need of our Protection. This! is nothing elſe 5 
but to flee when we ſee the Wolf coming, as our Saviour ſpeak, 
and leave our ſheep 1 in danger of Deng ſcattered and ee 
1 ed, John 2 £ 364 7 
I mention this Evil of Fear Cond an Evil withour doubt TT. 
is, becauſe it ſprings from baſe Principles) I mention it, 1 
ay, by reaſon ſuch a Train of ill conſequences do generally 1 15 
attend it; but more eſpecially when it has crept into our 
: = Quarters, and has the aſcendant over us of the Miniſteria} 
I Function. For if Diſpenſers of Holy Things will be ſted- 
| faſtintheir Principles of Religion no longer than the Times 
hall permit; if ſuch as they, muſt be Subject to the Caprice 
| ofa Party or the Humour of an Age, then have they no 
ſure Footing. Their Tenure is but fickle and precarious; _ 
and they who ſhould be Guides to others arc fitteſt, upon 
all Occaſions, to be led by the Noſe. And whar dange | 
I © rous Ill this may bode none can tell but he alone \ * ho 1 2 
. between the Cherubims and ruleth over all. 
2h. Weoughtto take heed that we are not Penn out 
of our duty through any Blandiſhmenrs and Allurements 


which may be offered. us to recedc from the ſame. 


Watci 


4 
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- Watch ye, and pray, leſt ye enter ints temptation, ſays Our 
B. Saviour to his Diſciples. And he who- was Tempra- 
tion proof, hath in his moſt excellent Form of Prayer 
given us the ſame ſtrict Charge; and hath cqually com- 


manded us to pray to God to protect us from this very 
Exil, as to beg of him our daily Bread. Though the De- 


1 could not enter into our Saviour as he did into other 


Mien; yet we find him in H. Scripture trying his Skill. 
He lays his Bait ſor him, and endeavours to tempt him by 
a large Proſler. But all in vain ; For when the Tempter 


1 (as we read Matth. 4.0 had ſhewed him all the Kingdoms 1 = 


the world, and the 0 of of a and told him he would give 
them him if he would but fall down and worſhip him ; the 
_ VUpſhot was this, the H. Jeſus was proof againſt the Al- 


lurement. He would in no wiſe accept the Gift, but com 


manded the Devil to go his u ay... THe Devil's Offer was. 
great, and it might have Fe * ich our Saviour himſelt had 


not his Yeracity been greater. The Bait might have been | 
glibly fa allowed by other Mole: but here it could not 
take place; Innocen cy it (elf cold not be biaſſed. Had 


the Traytor Judas been thus attempted, no doubt he would 
: greedily have hearkened to the Devil. But why ſhould 
N the whole * rd be given for his Soul, when ſuch a little 


Price as Viirty pieces of Silver could buy i it as well 2 So frail 


are we poor Mortals, that we are liable to be ſeduced by 
The Wicked One at every turn, unleſs God's Grace prevent 
us from yielding to his Suggeſtions. And, that we may 


be ſlccled againtt * em, let \ us beware how our Hearts be | 


Warpc with the Thoughts 0! E Self-. tereſt, ſuch as Honor 
and great Dignities, Pretferment and great Revenucs for” 
car that * ſoſe our ſelves betore vi e tink o ont. Let us 
have a Care of Covetoutne! 6 or any thing * hich te tends that 
ay, as being a Sin which ly be 0 petually leading us 
into Snarcs and great Dapgers, and be full c cramping and 
Hmpering vs in the kxerciſe of our 3 | 


| Tr's "a 


L993 
It's impoſſible that an eye which greedily looks at Gain, 
' ſhould look towards Heaven too. A Covetous Heart is in- 
conſiſtent with an Heavenly Mind. Religion would be 
ſtifled there. Jt can never grow nor thrive upon fuch a 
Soil. The Care of this World and deceitfulneſs of Riches = 
choke the ward, and make us become unmfrufiful. No Man can. © 
ſerve two Maſters : Je cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Marth. 
1 624 The words do import that it is to no purpoſe to 
piroleſs Religion it the Love of Money muſt land in com- 
| petition with it; as without doubt it doth with tov many 
m the World who ſhould, upon a more cſpecial Obligation, 
che bright Examples of the contrary. rr oe 
But Covetouſnets is more dangerous in none than in the 
I Diſpenſers of God's H. Word. Whoſoever makes his Divi- 
nity a Slave to his Avarice, and truekles to his worldly In- 
tereſt, and ſhapes his Religion to his State-conveniencies | 
doth to all intents and purpoſes equally betray his Saviour — 
| 


as they did who actually delivered his Perſon to Pontius 
| Pilate to be Crucified. For who knows e what mean 
Compliances and ſervile Practices ſelt-Intereſt may prompt 
us to. If ve ſeek to advance our ſelves more than to do 
codur duty; if we ſeek our Profit or our Eate more than a good 
_ Conſcience or God's Glory, we ſhew our ee be too ——̃ 
much of kin to thoſe vile, Mercenary Proms we read of in 
H. Scripture, who, amongſt many other Enormities which mM 
| they were guilty of, had this laid to their Charge, viz. that 
they made Merchandize of their H. Function. I hope 
I ũ none of us may, or ever ſhall be charged with a Crime of 
this Nature. But an Earthly Mind will always be a Clog 
upon us in our Flight upwards, and be continually draggin ” 
us down to things unworthy our ſelves, unworthy our Of. 
1 fice. Tr debaſeth us and makes us miſerably to degenerate. 
It makes us whiffling, inconſtant, unſteady in our Princi- 
{| ples. 'Tis this which makes us waver and fluctuate upon -Y 
every Occaſion of Temptation. We veer to all Points; | 
ue are ſo hovering and _ where We ſhould be _ — 


* * — = 
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„rm and tretolute, that we dare not own what we pretend 
to profeſs. We are toſſed upon every Wind, we are the 
port of cvery Chance, and indecd are any thing that our 
}dol-God ſhall make us, I mean our Intereſt. Thus we 
who ſhould be Guides to others and | conequently Ex. amples 
:00, hall be meer Caſt aways it ev er We inter ourlelvesto 
be ſway d and Govern'd by it. - 
Tis this-which will promp t vs to quit tt CE ruth and a ; 
found Faith, and toon bring us to ſuch a pals as the ey were 
(it's port! ble) whom St. Pant warn d Tran of, and tor this 
very reale, vi x. becaute they taught things which they | 
ought not for filthy lucres ſake. Aoain, the ſame Apo! tle ſays, 
the Love of Money is the root of . lev 1, which while ſome co. 


detea aſter, they have erred from the Faith. Such a cange- 


raus Enemy EG a covetous Mind toevery thing that is g000 5 
or ſacred. Hereſy and Schiſm, and Other daring Impic- 
ties which do fo much embroil our Nation, do 185 much 


proceed from it, that if our Governours and Paſtors of the © | 


Church ſhould ſhew evil Examples of it, it would (in all 


likelihood) be the ready Way to open the Flood. gate of Er- 
ror and Irregularities in upon us, and in the end our Enemies 4 
ſtall come, and take away both gur Place and Nation. But I truſt | 
in God we ſhall never turn fuck Simoniacks as to ſell the 


Rights of that Church whole jutt Cauſe we are bound to, | 


Patronize and defend to the utmoſt of our Lives and For- 
tunes, without Partiality aud without Hy pocriſy. Our holy. 
Apoſtle had an eye to the danger of Coveroulncis, when 
amongſt all the Rules he e lay $Jdow vn to Timothy, as ſo many 
Qualifications more eſpecially becoming him as Biſhop.rhis 
is one (and a main one too I think for any Biſhop in Chri- 
ſtendom namely, not to be greedy of filth by lucre, not to be | 
_ covetous, God grant that every Biſhop, every Paſtor, „ 
ry Chriſtian may take the Rule. 
2. The 2 thing which offers itſelf to my C onſideration is 
this to wit, the Caution that is given to 7 imothy, and in 


| him tous of the Munſterial Function, in particular of being 
8 


4 4 


1 2 


Forth by halves, anc 


au 


cation of Tr. ruth againſt the various Art ilices of the Devi 
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Grilior 1 in our Faitli aud ſound in the Pri 3 Ok Rel. 81 | 


A 


n. A chis! is taking heed unto our No: rin 


We ob the Miniſterial Order muſt be a Licht to oth ers to 
walk by And when I lay fo, I mean by it that we mui! 


be Unitort ny hor WB ary "and be ſo * * Content with 
ourſelves and Calling, 25 +6 have a ſound Faith and a good 


ln OUR MG n hand. Bar on the contrary, it we arc ſo 
4 & 1 r. To 


der and vertnous in chr . wes, but 14 [cterodox in Our Pr n-. 
3 : 5 OP SW 
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very imperte . in our duty Ve let it 
{ 


peace, in the 11:4! n, Q 0 but div; 1 © 00 aricly es. 


between God and the Devil . When ay good Liſe a nd a ſound 


Belief are in conjunction, then it R 8 


uſmeſs of every Man to take heed un! 0 his Do 


ae. C115 1 


if he neglects it, he endangers his Salvation, let his 1. te BE 
never to morally good or honeſt. But yet fo much more” 
"Wilt the Concern ot every $ Spiritual Gaide, that if he ne 


| lects 


ects it he endangers not only himſelf but others 0, dF 8 
| he 4s to give an account to God tor. So that, il] 505 


{ve the du TY, WEE. Take heed unto thy Dectriae, © as it relates. 


14 


to us in particular, is wonderfully enhanſed in the ſtrictaeis 
of the Charge. Such as we are ſaid to watch for Mens 
Souls - and it ſo, I am {ure we onght to look to our own. 


But if we neglec 4 our own, it's ablurd to think we are in 2 


Capacity to watch for theirs; and yet if we dont v arch 


tor theirs, we certainly endanger our on. N 
But no thing will more enable us to periorm this g W 


Task of M arching for our Souls than the being ſound in the 
faith holding f.:ſt *] e ga we have been taught that 


we may be - able by ſour A Doctrine, both to exhort aud to Con- 


. vince. the G ain ſayers. Nothing will more further us in 
this grand 1 Sul, ncts than the belt ng bold and reſolute in the 


ite of God a the being firm and conſtant in the vindi- 


33 5 an. 


| 15 that the Ferion ines = 
forth in his utmoſt Gle ory ; and then it is, it ever „the atluch © 


4 6. Example muſt in! e others. So mi ich is it che 
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and his buſie Agents. The advice which the Apoſtle gives 


Timothy of taking heed unto his Doctrine was in order to 

ſecure and guard him from thoſe proud, inſulting Here- 
ticks of thoſe days who made it their whole buſineſs to 
inſet the Church with their poiſonous Tenets, their lewd 


and damnable Principles. And as it was Zimothy's duty 
then to beware of ſuch Men, ſo is it the duty of. all the Ge- 


vernours and Paſtors of the Church, cven to this day, to 


be upon the ſame Guard. They are now as much obli. 

ged in Conſcience to prevent the Growth of Error, to ſtop 
- the Mouths of the inſolent and the heterodox; to and j in 
the Gap againſt the inundation of Atheiſm, and the like 

as Timothy was then. And he that fails in his Duty of this 
Nature has a great deal to anſwer for another day. =» 


In ſpeaking. of this Head, 1 ſhall brief V ob fery e theſe 
to thin 


1. The ſpecial Buſineſs 5 the Men of our - Calling te to 


bbc careful of their own Doctrine in order to capacitate " ' 
chem to defend our Church (I mean the Church of England 


35 eſtabliſhed by Law) from the aſſaults of her Enemies. 


2. The danger which will accrue to our Church from 

| her Governours and Paſtors neglect of their duty! in a thing 

Pk this weighty Moment and Concern. 1 
I Then, It is the ſpecial Buſineſs of the Men of ele 
to be careful of their own doctrine in order to Capacitate 
them to defend our Church from the aſſaults of her Ene. 
mies. When I fay our Church muſt be defended and main- 
tain d againſt her Enemies, I mean that not only the Effen- 
tials and prime Fundamentals of our Faith muſt be boldly 
and vigorouſly alerted, and, if poſſible, preſerved fate, 


whole, and entire from their rude Encroachments, and 


profane Uſurpations ; but alſo, that all her other pure and 
heavenly Truth, her primitive and Goſpel-ai{penſations, 


and excellent Diſcipline by which the en ſo glorio uſſy 


diſtinguiſned from all other Churches in the World, may 


de kept unſpotted, eee: and be'1 in no wiſe 8 | 


(at } 


with the uſual Corfagticns of the Age we live in, ſuch as De- 


im, Popery, or any otherPhanaticiſm,which do daily threa- 
ten the overthrow of all that is good and holy. When Er- 
| ror that rank, nally Weed begins to creep into our Soil, 

tt will quickly fructify, unleſs it be pluck d up by as dili- 
| gent hands as theirs who firſt planted it, or are ſtill propa 


Seteing the ſame. If Seducers grow numerous, if falſe A- 


_ polties are perpetually advancing their Standards againſt 
[us, then Im ſure it's high time tor all thoſe who pretend = 
| tobe the Advocates of the true Religion, to be reſolute 
dil:gent, and perievering. in the Vindication of ler, for 
tear that ſhe ſinks under the induſtrious ſpight of he: ſa orb, 
iveterate Adverſaries. 


It Chcats and Impoſtors will be ff « ind obſtinats 'r 


their way, methinks others may be firm and zealous :: 
1 the Cauſe of Truth. We will own that che eee 
{ buſy to ſupplant us; but then if we are are 2 
by him, it is becauſe we are abandon d of the Holy Ghoſt. 
1 whoſe B. Influences we never want, provided that we arc 
not wanting to our felves. If there are Tares amozgft O _ | 
Meat, we know from what Quarter they iprang. As 
Enemy has ſowed them whilſt we ſlept. Therefore 4 
we may not be found ſleeping when we ſhould be upon 
our duty, let us be ſervent, conſtant, and perſevering in 
tit. Let us be truly zealous for the Doctrines of our Church 
| which are founded upon the moſt invincible arguments 
that can be, to wit Reaſon and H. Scripture. Arguments ” 
{| that will bear the Light and need no other Luſtre to re- 
commend them tothe World thantheir own native Strength 
and Beauty. Arguments that will convince any that are 
| netConvition-proot, and harden d againſt Reaſon and holy 
Inſpirations; and ſuch I take Hereticks and Schiſmaticks 
to be, and the reſt of the impious Crew of whom we have 


fuſficient warning in ſacred Writ. It is ſaid Take heed unto 
yourſelves and to all the Flock, to feed the Church of God, which 


he hath . with bis own bleed. For 41 know this, that 


er 5 


7 


Hier iy d gpurting 7 /þ all gric vo HS Wi olves enter FO V9. wot 
ig the Flock. 410 of your own ſerve. rf ! Da ariſe, 


ſneaking perverſe i to dg am away y Die es after them, 
. 29. 4 8, 2.1 30. 15 000 TC 5 lhe ts [; Fr eth * (la) 8 
8 | 1 FLEET Eo SIRE 
the . 4 poſtle) } Nurx * 20 v cauſe o Nu, 's and of {4/14 0 
centr ary to the doctrine which ve have leurnei; and avoid 
4 56. 0 125 they 7 #4 . 7 C £ : erde f u, F & 1 7 1.tt 
{. þ 77 t. 5 11 tt: C 4 (13) 7 Dt Pell aud -b\ Co 1 ˙7 45 277 A fair 7 Pech- 
E oh C4 e e Ve 65 77 77 | 5 Pr I? Bp 6 7 | by 5 
are told morcover that Eil en and feclucers ſha? was 
f worſe and worſe, deceit Har ant being Hecei dei; but the ac 
J 55 init thou in the Hit uicht Peet J oh ft lzaried, 
„„ tc en i, 11 . 9, 2 In. 3 I, The time © 
will crore whe tive) wil not endure ſt wy 2 arize but aft er 
Heir own ale, 7 they . 6000 2h ein Jerves teackers having 
5 nene var ih 4 aber U Fl. (1 14 "tit 174 +4 71 ay the 2 þ C's? 75 {r i e truth, 


au hl be turn A unto fable , 2 Tim. 4 3; . And abundance | 
of otger Texts I might quote which T ii a!l not at preſent; 
but only from what hath been cited 1 7 all draw this in- 
ſerence, viz. ſince fo many Impo®%ors have all along 
peſler d the Church of Chriſt and 40 ſall even to this day ; 

doubtleſs it behoveth us to watch the Motions of em of 

- whatſoev cr Form they may be, 2 ad with the utmoſt 


Strength, Zeal, and Ard ency WE are able, V ncliCatc our 


Rights againſt em. 


ö We are not to ſt ſtill with our ads fold ed in our bo- 
ſoms whillt we are contending with ſly Atheiſts, and ranco- 
rous Hereticts, and other vile Men u ho have all hands at 
Vork. and do leave noſtone unturned in their endeavours of 
__ compaiting their Neviliſh end. Tis high tune to au ake 


and ariſe when the Philiſtines are upon us, and are 


| ready to deſtroy us Our Church will never want P-. 


 liflines to entice, provided there are but Delilahs as w illing 
to betray her.” 


21y. The 3 which will accrue to our 1 from 


ker Governours and Paſtors Neglect of their duty in a. 


thing 


( 23-) 


thing of this w cighty Vioment and Concern. 


Tn the explaining my ſenſe of this Head, I think it fut- 


ficlent it 1 comment a little upon the v ords of our Saviour 


alorcmention'd in St. John, Chap. 10. v. 12773. It is laid 
tllere, 75 th at 1s un Hirelinr, INE" wot the Shepherd, whoſe 


ows the Sheep are not, feeth 75 Wolf c coming 8 J-aveth | 


the \ Sheep aud fleeth ; ard the 1 if catcheth them and ſcat 
rereth the She, p. The lis ing. i} becauſe he is an Hireling, 
e / carcih Nor for the: Sheep. The Words do import in 
„ nat great danger thc Flock | is when the Sheph erd is fall: 
to his Fruſt, 4 ad { fulters the Wolf to attack the She ep. An 
Aher zer this be thro” Cow wrdice, or Inadverter r 
Treachery, or ſupine neglect of his Care, or Whatever 
celle. it matters not ſince t tio Sheep are dev our'd and the 
| Flock is ſcattered quite contrary to the fidelity of a good 
Shepherd, who would venture his Life rather than fear e 
his Sheep to be deſtroyed by their common Enemy. I 
need not much ſtrain for my application; it is Natural 3 
and at hand. You know our Saviour ſays, He is the good 


Shepherd. But ſince he hath left the Earth (tho not this 


Ho Church, for he hath pro: miſed to be with that to the end 


of the World) it neceſſarily follows, that he hath de. 
livered her into the hands of his Deputics and Vice- 
gerents, vx. Our Bunops and Paſtors : whoſe Com 
| miſtion is the ſame with that which our Saviour gave 
5 Apotiles and their Succeſſors 
down to us in a direct line, Our Commiſſion then runs 


„ and is now handed 


" 


thus: As my Father hath ſen! me, even ſo 1 fend you: 


: Whoſe ſoever fins ye remit, they. are remitted unto hem: 
Aud whoſe ever ſius ye retain, they are retained, John 20. 


It, 3. f batſae ver ye fhail Lind oa earth ſhall be Lound 


tn h-aven. And whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on e. rt ſhall be loofed 
in heaven. Matth. 18. 18. Fe that heareth You, heareth ne; 
and be that deſpiſeth You, deſpiſeth me, Luke 10. 16. All 


this is very high and lofty ; and conſequently, if we fal 


= fie uch a Truſt as ts, we do che moſt unworthil) 


de 


Ta) 


Jegenerate of any Men whatſoever. And that we cer- 


rainly do, when we leave our Church to ſhift for her 


(elf in the time of extreme Danger. The Hireling Shep- 


herd in the literal Senſe of the Words, is falſe to his 
Charge, if he fleeth when the Wolf cometh. And no 
better in kind are the Spiritual Shepherds, or Governors 
and Paſtors, when they fortake our Holy Mother, and 
leave her deſtitute of their Protection when the moſt re- 
quires it. We are all willing to live by her, but not ſo 
willing to ſtand by her. Were we as ready to embrace 
Hauer Podtrizes as we are her Preferments, I don't doubt but 
that ſome of us, in this Kingdom eſpecially, as good Pa- 


triots as we may be apt to think our ſelves in her be.? 
half, would be much more conſiſtent in our Principles than 


| we are. 


I don't know how Mongrels, Hypocrites, and Lukex 


warm Men may act, or what Principle they may go up- 


on, or indeed what they may drive at; but this 1 think, 
dir. That ſound Church men and Orthodox Divines , 


very Lives too, than that Doctrine, in which they have, 


Would ſooner quit their Dignities and Revenues, nay, their 


from their Infancy, been Educated; and in their Conſci- 


ences have all along been ſatisfied with , and by their Oaths | 
at ſundry times have ſworn to vindicate and maintain. 


Peoples Tempers may be fickle, their Minds wavering and 


unſteady, their Notions of Religion dull and groſs, falſe 


and various. To have a double Face and double Heart, 


may be as faſhionable and convenient now-a-days with 
ſome Men, as to have two Coats. But what then 2 Doth 


it therefore follow, becauſe the Falſeneſs of Mens Hearts 


makes them vary at every turn, that the nature of things | 
vary ſo too? Muſt Truth be forc'd out of its Meaning, and | 


be dreſſed up in any uncouth Garb which deſigning Men 
ſhall put upon't 2 Do the Doctrines of the Church alter, 


apply- 


becauſe every malicious, whiffling Knave will ſtill be miſ | 
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applying, and mi{-conſtruing chem for his own politick 
Ends, twiſting and bending them to ſerve an Intereſt, or a 
| fy turn? Not at all; ths Church is true to herſelf ; her 
| Tenets are fixt and unchangeable, though her Profeſſors 
are unconſtant. Jo give an Tnflance; without doubt Paſ- 
I ffve Obedience and Non reſiſtance are Duties as equally 
incumbent upon our Conſciences now, as they were in 
\ thoſe times when they were ſo much cry'd up. I que- 
ſtion not, but that the King-killing Doctrine is as odious 
| nowinan honeſt, true Churchman's Eye, as it was in the 

| Reign of King Charles the Second, when it was ſo much 
| preached againſt. I doubt not, but that the Murther oi” 
King Charles the Firſt, and that glorious Prelate Archbiſhop : 
| Laud, are reflected upon, even unto this Day, with as 
— 4 much Horror and Deteſtation by a Man of any true Prin- 
| ciples, as if he had actually ſeen thoſe great Blows firſt 
given. And fo for any other De&rize which ſhe owns and 
BO teaches. It i is not from any Unſoundneſs in her Conſtitu. 
- = (for i it is not to be ſuppoſed there ever will, or indeed 
| can be a better;) but from the Unſoundneſs of thoſe baſe, © 
| ungrateful People (it matters not of what Station, Order or 
| Degree they are) who daily live by her, and yet doas dat. 

ly betray her, by which ſhe is in ſo much Jeopardy as ſhe is. 
The Times are perilous indeed, when Wolves enter in a 

1 mongſt us; but never ſure are worſe Times, than when the 85 
I Shepherds themſelves prove the Wolves. 555 

God avert the Horrid Evil; and of his infinite Mercy 
I grant, that We in particular may be ſo exemplary in Life, ſo 

ſound in Doctrine, and ſo perſevering in both, that at the 

laſt, when we have done the utmoſt we can, this may be the 

bleſſed Effect of all our Endeavours, viz. That we may both" 

Lb ſave Our ſelves, and 7 hem that hear us. FAT 


Now zo God the Father, c. 5 


5 FINIS. 


